
 

 
 

 

 
Friday 12th September 2025 

Welcome to Year 5  
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We hope you have all had a lovely summer. We would like to welcome you and your child back 
to Elmwood’s school community. We have had a brilliant first few days in Year 5, and are very 
much looking forward to all the exciting things we have planned throughout the year. 
 
This letter provides some key information about your child’s first term in Year 5. As always, we 
know a strong partnership with you will make a great difference in your child’s education, and 
we are always grateful for all your support at home.  
 
Homework: 
 
All homework will be set on a Friday and children have until the following Friday to complete it. 
They will be assigned a task using our online platform ‘My Maths’ and given their new spellings 
to practise. They are expected to read their book every day and have their homework diary 
signed by you. 
 

Daily 
 

Reading for 15 minutes. If your child 

finishes their colour band book, they 

can also read the book borrowed from 

the school library, an e-book on SORA 

or any book that they have at home. 

 

Friday 
 

Spellings will be set on a Friday and 
tested the following Friday. 

 

 
 

Please spend a few minutes each day 
going over them with your child. 

Friday 
 

My Maths tasks will be set on a Friday for 
completion by the following Friday 

morning. 

 

 

 
 
 

Headteacher: Mr Chris Marston BSc (Hons) PGCE NPQH 
Elmwood Junior School, Lodge Road, Croydon, CR0 2PL 

020 8684 4007 | admin@elmwood-jun.croydon.sch.uk | www.elmwood-jun.croydon.sch.uk 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
P.E Days:  
 

5R 
Wednesday 

Thursday 

5B 
Wednesday 

Friday 

5D 
Tuesday 
Friday 

5FST 
Monday 
Thursday 

 
Reminders: 

- Please make sure your child brings their school diary in every day. We ask the children 
to record their reading, spellings and weekly reflections in their diaries. Diaries should 
be signed weekly by a parent / carer at home. If a child has not read at least 4 times in 
one week, they will be asked to read during playtime on Friday. 

- Please ensure that all school uniform, P.E kits, packed lunches and water bottles are 
labelled. 

- Please ensure your child’s school uniform is compliant with Elmwood’s School Uniform 
Policy (black school shoes or black trainers, a dark blue jumper and no jewellery). 

- Children are encouraged to bring in a water bottle. 
- If your child brings a packed lunch, please ensure that it is healthy.  
- Children should not bring any treats in on their birthdays please.  

 
Upcoming Diary Dates: 
Swimming:  
Children will go swimming for everyday for two weeks.  We will get to Thornton Heath Leisure 
on public transport (198 bus route), departing at 9:15am each day. Children should wear their 
swimming kit underneath their uniform each morning so that changing is quick and easy. Your 
child will need a towel, bag and clean underwear for after their session. Please ensure your 
child brings their swimming kit every day for their two-week slot. 

5R Week Commencing 8th September  
And 
Week Commencing 15th September 

5FST Week Commencing 22nd September 
And 
Week Commencing 29th September 

5B Week Commencing 6th October 
And 
Week Commencing 13th October 

5D Week Commencing 10th November 
And 
Week Commencing 17th November 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
22/10 - 5R and 5D Exit point in the hall 3:00pm for parents. 
23/10 - 5B and 5FST Exit point in the hall 3:00pm for parents. 

 
Year 5 Curriculum 

 
English: 
In English this half term, we will be reading Azzi in Between, using the story to inspire our own 
writing and to explore themes of migration and belonging. We later learn about the Kingdom of 
Benin, and the children will write a powerful letter to the British Museum, where many of the 
kingdom’s artefacts are on display, asking for them to be returned to their home in Nigeria. 

     
Reading: 
In Whole Class Reading, we will be enjoying inspiring texts such as Stories for South Asian Super 
Girls and A World Full of Journeys and Migration, which will help us to celebrate diverse voices 
and experiences while building our reading skills. 

     
 
Maths: 
In Maths, we will be starting the year by looking at understanding the place value of numbers. 
This is a key skill for children to master before they progress. We will then move on to looking 
at the functions addition and subtraction. 

  



 

 
 

 
 
 
Theme: 
Our theme this half term is Crossing Borders, and we will be exploring this concept across the 
curriculum. To launch our learning, the children brought in special objects from home that 
represent their identity, nationality, or family history, and enjoyed sharing the stories behind 
them with their classmates. Throughout the term, they will be developing their understanding 
of identity, culture, and migration. To celebrate their hard work, the children will end the unit 
by sharing their learning through a special cultural exhibition.  

Science 
Living things and their habitats 

 

History 
Kingdom of Benin 

 

Geography 
Mapping & Migration 

 

DT 
Food Technology 

 

Art 
African Masks 

 

PSHE 
Bring me in my world 

 

RE 
What are the ways communities care? 

 

Computing 
Online Safety 

 

Spanish 
Subjects and Opinions 

 

PE 
Tennis / Footwork 

 

Music 
Steel Pans 

 

Value of the Month 
Team Player 

 

 

Spanish, Music and P.E will be taught by specialist teachers. 
If you or your child has any questions, please do not hesitate to contact their class teacher. 
 
Best wishes 
The Year 5 Team 
Miss Ruzycki, Miss Barnett, Miss Dawson, Mr Ford, Mrs Swan-Thompson 
  


