
 

 

 

Friday 9th January 2026 
 

Year 4 - Spring 1 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We would like to welcome back all of our Year 4 parents and children to the start of a new 
calendar year. We hope that your child has had a relaxing Christmas break and is as excited as 
we are to start 2026 in a positive way. This letter has been created to provide an insight into 
what we are going to be doing this half term in Year 4.  
 
As always, we would like to say thank you for all the support you have given your child last 
term. A strong partnership with you will make a great difference in your child’s education.  
 
Upcoming key dates for the diary: 
 

 
Week beginning 26th 
January 
 

 

Tutoring and Clubs Start 

30th January  George Knowland Day 

 

12th February 

We would like to invite you into school on Thursday 12th 
February at 3:15pm to view the children's learning on 
Electricity. There will be the opportunity to see their work as 
well as the lanterns that they will be designing and creating in 
DT. 
On this day, please collect your child from the line as usual and 
then go to the hall where their work will be on display. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Headteacher: Mr Chris Marston BSc (Hons) PGCE NPQH 
Elmwood Junior School, Lodge Road, Croydon, CR0 2PL 

020 8684 4007 | admin@elmwood-jun.croydon.sch.uk | www.elmwood-jun.croydon.sch.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

Year 4 Curriculum- Spring 1 
 

English: 
We will be looking at the text ‘FArTHER’ by Grahame Baker-Smith, and a short Pixar film, ‘La 
Luna’ which will provide a stimulus for our writing. Children will be focusing on improving their 
narrative writing by using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to show time and cause. We 
will also be continuing to revise the skill of punctuating speech. 

FaRther 
by Grahame Baker-Smith 

La Luna 
Pixar 

  
 
Maths: 
In Maths, we will continue looking at informal and formal methods of multiplication and 
division. We will then move onto the topic of measurement, beginning with getting the children 
to consider appropriate units of measurement, as well as converting between units. We will 
also teach the children the meaning of ‘perimeter’ as well as methods for calculating it.    
 

           
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
Theme: 
Our theme for this half term will be A journey into light. Throughout this theme, children will 
learn how light, imagination, and invention help characters on their journeys. They will then be 
able to apply this understanding by designing and building a lantern with a switch that could 
help a character from Farther or La Luna. Children will show their learning at the end of the unit 
by designing and making their own lantern with a useable switch. 
 

Half -Term Theme 

 

A journey into 

light!  

Art 

Clay – creating lanterns 

 

Spanish 

Familia 

 
Science 

Electricity 

 
  

DT 

Electrical Systems: light 

circuit 

 

PE 

Football 

  

Geography 

Europe 

 

PSHE 

Dreams and Goals 

 

RE 

How do Communities 

celebrate? 

 
 
 
If you or your child has any questions, please do not hesitate to contact their class teacher.  
 
 
Best wishes 
The Year 4 Team 


