
 

 

 

 
Friday 9th January 2026 

Year 5 – Spring 1 Newsletter   
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We hope you have had a lovely Christmas holiday and enjoyed some special time with your 
families. As the spring term begins, we are excited to welcome you back to Elmwood. 
 
This half term, Year 5 will be exploring our new theme, Guardians, Gods and Great Battles, 
where children will investigate how real historical events and legendary conflicts have inspired 
some of the most exciting stories ever told. Through reading, writing, history, and creative 
projects, they will uncover tales of bravery, guardianship, and epic battles, and will have the 
opportunity to bring their own stories to life. 
 
This letter provides some key information about this half term in Year 5. As always, thank you 
for all the support you have given us and your child so far this year. 
 
Upcoming key dates for the diary: 
 

13/1 Year 5 London Fire Brigade Workshops 

23/1 Upper School Choir to Young Voices at The O2 

26/1 Tutoring and Clubs begin  

30/1 George Knowland Day 

13/2 Last day of Spring 1 

 
Homework Reminders: 

Daily 
 

Reading for 15 minutes. If your 

child finishes their colour band 

book, they can also read the 

book borrowed from the school 

library. 

Friday 
 
Spellings will be set 

on a Friday and 
tested the following 
Friday. Please spend 

a few minutes each day going over them 
with your child. 

Friday 
 

My Maths tasks 
will be set on a 

Friday for 
completion by 

the following Friday morning. 

 
Your child must read and have their home school diary signed by an adult at least four times a 
week. If a signature is missing, children will be asked to read during playtime on Friday. 

 
 

Headteacher: Mr Chris Marston BSc (Hons) PGCE NPQH 
Elmwood Junior School, Lodge Road, Croydon, CR0 2PL 

020 8684 4007 | admin@elmwood-jun.croydon.sch.uk | www.elmwood-jun.croydon.sch.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

Year 5 Curriculum – Spring 1 
 
English and Reading: 
This term, our English learning links to our theme Guardians, Gods and Great Battles. We will 
explore heroic legends through Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo and enjoy Who Let the Gods 
Out? by Maz Evans, focusing on characters, conflict and how great stories are shaped by battles 
and bravery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Maths: 
In Maths, we will be developing our understanding of multiplication and division, followed by 
work on fractions and decimals. 

  
 

  



 

 

 
 
 
Theme: 
Our theme this half term is Guardians, Gods and Great Battles. Children will explore how real 
historical events and conflicts have inspired powerful myths and legends. We will launch the 
theme with an author visit from Maz Evans and finish by creating a stop-motion animation of an 
exciting battle scene based on their own writing. 
 

 
 
If you or your child has any questions, please do not hesitate to contact their class teacher. 
 
Best wishes 
The Year 5 Team 
  

Football 


